H1246

This amendment is based on our bill,
H.R. 4794, the Making Advances in
Mammography and Medical Options for
Veterans Act. It would ensure that
toxic-exposed veterans can access
mammography screens through the VA
healthcare system. As a doctor I know
how very important preventive care is.
Early detection of cancer or other seri-
ous conditions can be lifesaving for pa-
tients.

Veterans deserve the very highest
quality care that we can offer them,
and that certainly includes timely ac-
cess to mammograms, particularly for
the growing number of women who are
volunteering to serve in our Armed
Forces.

I thank Congresswoman BROWNLEY
for working with me on this amend-
ment, and I am glad that it was made
in order.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support that, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Ms. BROWNLEY. Mr. Speaker, how
much time is remaining on each side?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from California has 2% min-
utes remaining.

Ms. BROWNLEY. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
California (Mr. TAKANO), who is the
great chair of the Veterans’ Affairs
Committee and who has worked dili-
gently on this very, very important
bill.

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my colleague, the chair of the Sub-
committee on Health.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of the Brownley-Miller-Meeks amend-
ment. Women who have served in the
military are 20 to 40 percent more like-
ly to develop breast cancer than
women who have never served. It is be-
lieved that it is due to exposure to ra-
diation and other carcinogens while
serving. It is therefore critical that VA
ensure all veterans who have served in
locations associated with toxic expo-
sure have access to prompt, high-qual-
ity breast imaging services to detect
breast cancer early.

This amendment would ensure just
that. Any eligible veteran who was de-
ployed and exposed to burn pits and
airborne hazards would be eligible for
mammography screens by the VA.
These screenings will save lives.

Furthermore, it requires VA to sub-
mit a report to Congress on the rates of
breast cancer among those veterans de-
ployed to such toxic environments and
compare those rates against their vet-
eran peers who were not exposed, as
well as the civilian population.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all my colleagues
to support this commonsense amend-
ment.
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Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker,
I yield back the balance of my time.

Ms. BROWNLEY. Mr. Speaker, I urge
all Members to support mammography
screenings for toxic-exposed veterans
and vote ‘‘yes’ on this amendment.
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I would also like to say that we must
pass this bill today, a bill that will fi-
nally, finally, bring justice to our vet-
erans and provide our commitment and
promise that we made to our veterans
who served our country, both men and
women. So this bill is long, long over-
due.

Men and women sign up for the
Armed Forces. They know they may
have to put their lives on the line.
They did not know that they may die
of toxic exposures.

This bill is long overdue. We need a
‘“‘yes” vote on the amendment and a
‘“‘yes” vote on the underlying bill.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 950, the pre-

vious question is ordered on the
amendment offered by the gentle-
woman from California (Ms.
BROWNLEY).

The question is on the amendment
offered by the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. BROWNLEY).

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
on that I demand the yeas and nays.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursuant
to section 3(s) of House Resolution 8,
the yeas and nays are ordered.

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this question are
postponed.

Pursuant to clause 1(c) of rule XIX,
further consideration of H.R. 3697 is
postponed.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Byrd, one of its clerks, announced that
the Senate has passed a bill of the fol-
lowing title in which the concurrence
of the House is requested:

S. 3600. An act to improve the cybersecu-
rity of the Federal Government, and for
other purposes.

The message also announced that
pursuant to Public Law 117-81, the
Chair, on behalf of the Ranking Mem-
ber of the Senate Committee on For-
eign Relations, appoints the following
individual to serve as a member of the
Afghanistan War Commission:

Daniel P. Fata of Massachusetts.

The message also announced that
pursuant to Public Law 106-398, as
amended by Public Law 108-7, the
Chair, on behalf of the Majority Lead-
er, and in consultation with the Chair-
men of the Senate Committee on
Armed Services and the Senate Com-
mittee on Finance, announces the ap-
pointment of the following individuals
to serve as members of the United
States-China Economic and Security
Review Commission:

Carte P. Goodwin, of West Virginia for a
term beginning January 1, 2022 and expiring
December 31, 2023 (reappointment).

James Mann of New York for a term begin-
ning January 1, 2022 and expiring December
31, 2023.

March 2, 2022

CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO
UKRAINE—MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 117-96)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the United
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, referred
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs
and ordered to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90
days prior to the anniversary date of
its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to
the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to
the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency declared in Executive
Order 13660 of March 6, 2014, which was
expanded in scope in Executive Order
13661 of March 16, 2014, Executive Order
13662 of March 20, 2014, and Executive
Order 14065 of February 21, 2022, and
under which additional steps were
taken in Executive Order 13685 of De-
cember 19, 2014 and Executive Order
13849 of September 20, 2018, is to con-
tinue in effect beyond March 6, 2022.

The actions and policies of persons
that undermine democratic processes
and institutions in Ukraine; threaten
its peace, security, stability, sov-
ereignty, and territorial integrity; and
contribute to the misappropriation of
its assets, as well as the actions and
policies of the Government of the Rus-
sian Federation, including its pur-
ported annexation of Crimea, its use of
force in Ukraine, and its purported rec-
ognition of the so-called Donetsk Peo-
ple’s Republic or Luhansk People’s Re-
public regions of Ukraine, continue to
pose an unusual and extraordinary
threat to the national security and for-
eign policy of the United States. There-
fore, I have determined that it is nec-
essary to continue the national emer-
gency declared in Executive Order 13660
with respect to Ukraine.

JOSEPH R. BIDEN, Jr.
THE WHITE HOUSE, March 2, 2022.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which the yeas and nays are or-
dered.

The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.



March 2, 2022

SUPPORTING THE PEOPLE OF
UKRAINE

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 956) to support the Peo-
ple of Ukraine.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 956

Whereas, on January 21, 1990, more than
300,000 Ukrainians called for unity and inde-
pendence from the Soviet Union by forming
a human chain between the cities of Kyiv
and Ivano-Frankivsk;

Whereas, on December 1, 1991, more than 90
percent of Ukrainian citizens voted in a na-
tional referendum in support of independ-
ence, with majorities in every region;

Whereas, on November 21, 2013, the
Euromaidan protests began in favor of sign-
ing the European Union-Ukraine Association
Agreement, resulting in the Revolution of
Dignity and the removal of President Viktor
Yanukovych by the Verkhovna Rada;

Whereas, in February and March of 2014,
the Russian Federation invaded the penin-
sula of Crimea, illegally annexed the region,
held a sham referendum, and claimed the
territory to be a part of Russia;

Whereas, beginning in April 2014, the Rus-
sian Federation invaded the Donetsk and
Luhansk regions of Eastern Ukraine insti-
gating violence, stoking conflict, arming
separatists, and spreading disinformation on
Ukrainian soil;

Whereas, on July 17, 2014, Russian soldiers
or Russian separatist fighters shot down the
passenger flight MH17 flying over the Donbas
with a Buk surface-to-air missile provided by
the Russian Federation, killing all 298 inno-
cent passengers on board;

Whereas, since February 2015, Russia has
continued to fail to live up to its agreements
under the Minsk agreements and the Rus-
sian-backed war in the Donbas has claimed
approximately 14,000 lives;

Whereas the Russian military conducted a
large-scale buildup in and around Ukraine in
March and April 2021 under the guise of mili-
tary exercises, leaving significant military
equipment behind;

Whereas the Russian military initiated its
most recent much larger military buildup in
October 2021 that culminated in approxi-
mately 190,000 forces by the time of Russia’s
renewed full-scale incursion on February 24,
2022;

Whereas, on February 21, 2022, the State
Duma of Russia passed a bill, approved by
President Vladimir Putin, to officially rec-
ognize the self-proclaimed Luhansk People’s
Republic and Donetsk People’s Republic as
independent;

Whereas, on February 21, 2022, Vladimir
Putin ordered Russian troops into the self-
proclaimed Luhansk People’s Republic and
Donetsk People’s Republic after recognizing
their independence;

Whereas the decision to recognize the self-
proclaimed Luhansk People’s Republic and
Donetsk People’s Republic as independent
and order Russian troops into that territory
was not only in violation of international
law, Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial in-
tegrity, and the Minsk agreements, but also
tantamount to a declaration of war;

Whereas, on February 24, 2022, Russian
forces, enabled by Belarus, launched its
unprovoked full-scale renewed invasion of a
peaceful, independent country, Ukraine;

Whereas, since 2014, the United States has
provided $3,100,000,000 in security assistance
to Ukraine, including over $1,000,000,000 over
the course of the last year, $200,000,000 of
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which was approved on December 27, 2021,
and $350,000,000 of which was approved on
February 26, 2022;

Whereas it is the right of all countries to
decide their own future, foreign policy, and
security arrangements free from outside in-
terference or coercion;

Whereas the Russian Federation repeat-
edly lied about their massive buildup of mili-
tary forces around UKkraine and claimed that
reports Russia would invade Ukraine were
hysteria;

Whereas, on February 24, 2022, the G7
issued a statement condemning the ‘‘large-
scale military aggression by the Russian
Federation against the territorial integrity,
sovereignty and independence of Ukraine’’;

Whereas, on February 25, 2022, the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization condemned ‘‘in
the strongest possible terms Russia’s horri-
fying attack on Ukraine’, called on Russia
‘“to turn back from the path of violence and
aggression’, and reaffirmed an ‘‘iron-clad”
commitment to Article 5;

Whereas the European Commission,
France, Germany, Italy, the United King-
dom, and Canada joined with the United
States, committed to coordinated economic
sanctions, including severe restrictions,
against Russia’s Central Bank and full
blocking sanctions against Vladimir Putin;

Whereas United States leadership is inte-
gral to nations around the world in con-
demning and imposing costs on the Russian
Federation for its illegal, full-scale, renewed
invasion;

Whereas Russian forces have targeted ci-
vilians and have committed war crimes and
crimes against humanity;

Whereas, in the days since the renewed
full-scale invasion began, Russian citizens
have taken to the streets in cities and towns
across Russia to protest Putin’s illegitimate
and destructive war waged against a peaceful
and sovereign Ukraine; and

Whereas the United States, along with al-
lies in Europe, the Indo-Pacific, and others
around the world, has been actively respond-
ing to Russia’s unprovoked war of aggression
against Ukraine with critical military, hu-
manitarian, and financial support for
Ukraine and the Ukrainian people: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) demands an immediate cease-fire and
the full withdrawal of Russian forces from
Ukrainian territory;

(2) supports, unequivocally, Ukraine’s sov-
ereignty and territorial integrity;

(3) backs the continued use of sanctions, in
coordination with United States allies and
partners, to fully isolate the Putin regime
economically for its unprovoked aggression
against Ukraine;

(4) urges the United States and its allies
and partners to deliver additional and imme-
diate defensive security assistance to help
Ukraine address the armored, airborne, and
other threats Ukraine is currently facing
from Russian forces;

(5) commits to continuing to support re-
sistance by the Ukrainian people as long as
the Russian Federation continues to violate
Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integ-
rity;

(6) promises to continue to provide signifi-
cant additional aid and humanitarian relief
to Ukrainian refugees fleeing Russia’s ag-
gression, commends European partners for
their efforts to relieve suffering on the
ground, and urges the Russian Federation
alongside United States allies and partners
to guarantee safe passage out of the country;

(7) reaffirms its strong support for the se-
curity of United States allies and ironclad
commitment to Article 5 of the North Atlan-
tic Treaty Organization (NATO);
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(8) emphasizes that NATO’s relationship
with Ukraine is a matter only for Ukraine
and the 30 NATO allies;

(9) pledges to support working with Europe
and international partners to bolster Eu-
rope’s energy security and reduce its depend-
ence on Russian energy imports;

(10) underscores the importance of main-
taining United States energy independence
for the benefit of the American people and
United States allies;

(11) reiterates that Crimea and the terri-
tories illegally controlled by the illegitimate
Russian-controlled governments in Donetsk
and Luhansk are sovereign Ukrainian terri-
tory;

(12) declares that the war in Ukraine, a
democratic country, is the frontline of de-
mocracy and freedom versus
authoritarianism represented by Putin’s
Russia;

(13) supports the right of the Russian peo-
ple to protest, including the current protests
against Putin’s unprovoked war against
Ukraine, and demands the immediate release
of all those who have been unjustly detained
in Russia for expressing their desire for
peace;

(14) comprehends that strongmen, dic-
tators, and authoritarians are watching the
world’s response to Putin’s war against
Ukraine and learning lessons for their own
aggressive actions domestically and abroad,
thereby making a strong and united response
important to deter the expansion of territory
by the use of military force beyond this cri-
sis;

(15) states unambiguously that it will
never recognize or support any illegitimate
Russian-controlled leader or government in-
stalled through the use of force, and that
only the people of Ukraine can choose their
leadership through free and fair democratic
elections without foreign interference, inter-
vention, or coercion;

(16) commits to ensuring the illegitimate
dictator of Belarus, Alexander Lukashenko,
is held accountable for permitting the use of
Belarusian territory for, and committing
Belarusian forces to, Putin’s unprovoked re-
newed full-scale invasion against Ukraine;
and

(17) stands steadfastly, staunchly, proudly,
and fervently behind the Ukrainian people in
their fight against the authoritarian Putin
regime.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. MEEKS) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. McCAUL) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous materials on H. Res.
956.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of my resolution, which I introduced
with Representative SPARTZ, to dem-
onstrate bipartisan congressional sup-
port for the Ukrainian people.

Today, we are witnessing the most
devastating escalation of violence on
the European Continent in decades.
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